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1 Reason' is just the ability to bring the subject matter oi
prior experience to bear to perceive the significance of the
subject matter of a new experience. A person is reasonable
in the degree in which he is habitually open to seeing an event
which immediately strikes his senses not as an isolated thing
but in its connection with the common experience of mankind.
Without the particulars as they are discriminated by the
active responses of sense organs, there is no material for know-
ing and no intellectual growth. Without placing these partic-
ulars in the context of the meanings wrought out in the
larger experience of the past — without the use of reason or
thought — particulars are mere excitations or irritations.
The mistake alike of the sensational and the rationalistic
schools is that each fails to see that the function of sensory
stimulation and thought is relative to reorganizing experience
in applying the old to the new, thereby maintaining the
continuity or consistency of life.
The theory of the method of knowing which is advanced
in these pages may be termed pragmatic. Its essential
feature is to maintain the continuity of knowing with an
activity which purposely modifies the environment. It holds
that knowledge in its strict sense of something possessed
consists of our intellectual resources — of all the habits that
render our action intelligent. Only that which has been
organized into our disposition so as to enable us to adapt the
environment to our needs and to adapt our aims and desires
to the situation in which we live is really knowledge. Knowl-
edge is not just something which we are now conscious of, but
consists of the dispositions we consciously use in understanding
what now happens. Knowledge as an act is bringing some of
our dispositions to consciousness with a view to straightening
out a perplexity, by conceiving the connection between our-
selves and the world in which we live.
Summary. — Such social divisions as interfere with free
and full intercourse react to make the intelligence and knowing

